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سن مد td a‏ سا 
Government, and.are‏ 
the only source of supply from which fuel is got.‏ 
for lighting Constantinople, for coaling the trans-‏ 
orts that supply the army in the peninsula, and‏ 
for working the Krupp munition establishments‏ 
supplying shell to the front. The coal.ships are‏ 
Government vessels and in exactly the same case‏ 
-as supply ships. The distinction between the‏ 
coal ship in the Black Sea and the Lusitania or‏ 
“any other private trading ship carrying muni-‏ 
tions from America to Great Britain is the dis-‏ 
tinction between a Government chartered ship‏ 
sailing in the service of the Government and a‏ 
merchant ship carrying on its normal and legiti-‏ 
mate business. By agreement among civilised‏ 
سے Powers, any form of warlike stores coming from‏ 
à neutral country in either a neutral or non-com- |‏ 
batant belligerent ship are contraband liable to.‏ 
seizure; but they do not expose the ship to sink-‏ 
ing without notice nor the passengers to the risk‏ 
of death.‏ 





ONDENTS. `‏ وک 
Ni © 18 80 clear and succinct a‏ 
"Ihéiples under which neutral‏ 
Ai War that I recommend its‏ 
ave found this subject difficult‏ 
Correspondent, for instance,‏ 9 
vl saying that it was muddle-‏ 
as if it were the American‏ 5 
t private American firms that‏ 
ms. He says, if this argument‏ 
t private English firms supply‏ 
any? He assumes that the‏ 
prevents this, because it has‏ 
olying munitions to Germany‏ 
that, if America desired to‏ 
vlity, it would stop its citizens‏ 
gerent. His next point is‏ 
the submarine makes the‏ 
nd on passenger ships an act‏ 
rality, comparable to using‏ 
as a screen for armed forces.‏ 
xen board the Lusitania, he‏ 
ere still in the wrong, but so‏ 
mean act to smugele 1t under‏ 
bulators.‏ 








OUR DEBT TO BELGIUM,” 


Although the phrase '' Our Debt to Belgium " is a com- 
mon one, it is not generally realised that the debt is an insbaut 
ions 18 a right of American, SCH pressing onis M Bo د نو‎ MN work ls must be 

E dare مس‎ one in belgium after the war, there is a present and pressins 
would be to limit their 1 jghts need for no less than £500,000 a month e keep Belgians from 
the Germans cun ever Go. actual starvation. "There are, at the present time, nearly 
ng Germany with loss of seven million Belgians still in their own country. lb is esti- 
e present forms of inter- mated that, with the rapid exhaustion of the meat and 





vegetable supplies, two and a half millions of those-are.solaliges i is 


dependent on charity for their daily feed, and the remainder 
are able to pay for the.small allowance of bread that they get 
through the efforts: of the neutral commis ion for reliefin 
Belgium. This neutral commissicn, a mi ale, o self-sacrific- 
ing and devoted administration, is in ٦ ٠ for funds. 
Iu this country a quarter of a millio يت رون‎ beiug 
sheltered and given hospitali Ly—bucthát is not enough: Two 


aud a half millions more of the population of Belgium are in, 


need of bread in their own ruined country, and-no victories of < 
the future, no promises of reconstruction after the war, are of 
use to the people threatened with starvation now. By their 
vicarious sacrifice ihe people of Belgium made possible the 
continuance of cur civilisation, saved Paris from German 0٥د‎ 
pation, and, in all probability, saved England from invasion. 
cople in £beir dire ueed is an" obligation 











ction is not hostile to Ger- 
of her traders. If Germany 
"tions she can buy them in 


know what to say about 
۲۱۱5۵ there are some forms 
ty which seem to go beyond ` 
to wrong-beadedness, in 
ing of that condemnatory 
ndent's assumption is that 
irried munitions and no 
t could legitimately have 






ng of the male passengers ‘Lhe support of thesa p à -— ^. 
en no offence! Are we all leid on us; their need cannot be exaggerated; if they are mot ^ 
: 1 A fed, they die, and since Britain as a nation has ained most 

ri cit excusable fed, they die, and since Britain as a s gein 
o 2 fo think if excusable by the suffering of Belgium, it is the duty of Britain to sea 
nes 0 that ihey are fed. Subscriptions to the National Committee's 

Jeut raises a difficulty Fund, of which every penny contributed goes to the” Belgians 

uve felt. How is it that in the form of food, may be sent to Mr. A. Shirley Benn, 

to exercise the same pot- M.P., at Trafalgaz Buildings, Trafalgar Square, Wee) 7 

he.Sea of Marmara as سس‎ ۴ 
vhere? Are the crew of a Sn 
soldiers, and are all the A YEAR OF WAR. نک‎ 

sinking in the Sea of "Land anu Waaier” of August 14th ` 
What^about the vessels will be a Special Double Number, price ۳ 
0۵4 > one shilling, containing, in addition tó — 

Army's. supply ships— all the usual features, a Review of the 

Government and in the First Year of the War by Hilaire ٢ 

s—are perfeetiy leg iti- Belloc and A, H. Pollen. This 

Së 1 ۳۹ 2 ` . È 

Ger x : 8 cold dts gun Ae o bestand most‏ 0 په 

, carrying Pris > complete summary of the firs: years ای‎ 
E from Au xxn: Bn WE ait: «on Ihale has 12 Bos ios SRL 










handy ship and à sm. 
the submarine down ey 63 
merchantmen were exwA A 
marine would be gre tety; 
danger that was the 7 
argument in the last reply yj 
the submarine sunk the Lg 
Lusitania would surely ۵ 
It is an argument that is 8 
Note. Yet it is the crux of 
Existing sea law has ¢ 
that the challenge of the : 
things behind it. The war 
would not have overhauled t 
could not jump up suddenl: 
face.. And, being à warshi 
whelming military power. 
then, had no choice but to 
resisting capture practica 
partly because surrender it 
while fight or resistance d 
The submarine seldom 
conditions. A merchant ¢ 
lenged by a submarine, he 
him. If he stops, the loss 
and the safety of his passe 
ingly doubtful. The time 
boats may be inadequate; 
with the Falaba, they may 
pedoes or gunfire while in 
tion for them may, in any : 
If he has a chance to ran 
and all in her are safe, 
flight, he may be sunk by 
gunfire. In either case نا‎ 
just as good a chance of 
passengers and crew as 
Many such cases have, 
Armenian and 7-67 
point. 
Are we to understa: 
has watched with intere 
faction the conduct of t 
attacked and sunk the اد‎ 
from them? It is sur 
isolate théSe cases ۱ 
Tt is to argue in. a viciou 
looked on as part óf the^ 
Sir Edward Grey and 
told the House of Comm 
the neutral Governmeni 
States, have recognised ا‎ 
men arming themselves 
announced that such ar 
their non-combatant ch 
merchantmen is a trad 
pirates infested the S 
Seas, and the-Malay I 
vival of the practice wi 
of its propriety, a. reco 


In ament sey 


(4) those in which the ship nas been challenged and has 
stopped, her papers examined, her passengers and 
crew sent adrift in boats, and the ship then 
scuttled, torpedoed, or otherwise sunk. 

(2) Those in which the ship has refused to stop, and has 
been attacked after such refusal; cases, in short, 
of ships resisting the legal right of search. 

. lt is possible to construct an argument for 
including both these cases as substantially con- 
sonant with regulated war, but to do so involves 
a straining of the legal meaning of terms and the 
ignoring of a very hard and obstinate set of facts. 

We are, first, driven to the conclusion that 
the President has so far accommodated himself 
to the acceptance of the modern instruments of 
war as to approve the action of German sub- 
marines in sinking ships and trawlers, in the 
cases where they have turned the passengers and 
crews adrift in boats. It is surely a very 
dangerous concession. . The principle for which 
Mr. Wilson contends is that the lives of non-com- 
batants shall in no case be put in jeopardy. Can 
it be said that an open and crowded boat, not 
necessarily too seaworthy, which in no circum- 
stances can carry more than a very limited supply 
of food and water, and set adrift so far from 
a coast or port that currents will make the pull 
home a long and dangerous one, is a sufficient safe- 
guard of the lives of those who are set afloat in 
her? This procedure has been regularly, practised 
in a climate in which weather conditions change 
day we hear of 
cases in which such beats have taken from twenty- 
four.to forty-eight hours to reach port. It 15 not 
to the point if,.a8 a fact, no such boats have been 
lost. Lf they nave not been, their escape has in 
many cases been providential, and it seems an 
1 ture from civiliscd principles 
ce of which the world has not 









buecaneers. 

Will America submit to the destruction of 
the ship without trial? It is a pomt not touched 
on inthe Note; not. touched on, if I remember 
rightly, except im the early days of the Are 
versy, and that v dme repudiation of the 
50-02 lockade as illegal. : 
` Se frst American reply to Germany 5 
proclamation of the war zone round Tma 
President Wilson stated in unequivocal terms E 
ifany American life was taken or ship اع‎ 7 ; 
Germany would be held to strict de 2 y. 
Does he now recognise Se د دې‎ ip a Y 

k zi sal and neutrals 2150 : 

E pn ہے‎ pe accommodation to new 
e ST Nearly half the American case 18 


abandoned if this attitude is to be read into the 
Note. 


000 CAN SB LED ٹا پا‎ anor / Tiet 
SEE os s aie Pa campaign is یں‎ ۱ 


ال more plausible‏ ده 


| extraordi nary depa: 
‘to sanction a prac 5 
"heard-since the days of the pirates and the 


= con 


-= with stertling.suddenness. Every 
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— i "DN SEH: سو‎ TIA KA “pee DIN الا . . لف ټل ده ره ناه‎ sudsta. 
"y German zie vd com- accord with the established principles of regulated 
fons Are illegal, and when warfare. The whole world has looked with 
1a1 Sacri Deer risk.of life, interest and increasing satisfaction at the demon- 
: defensible. Humanity, stration of that possibility. . . . Itis mani- 
۳۴۹۵ the d ignity of neutral festly possible, therefore, to lift the whole practice 
à violations must be dis- of submarine attack above criticism.” The pas- 
(Fin them would be an un- sage implies that German practice illustrates the 
alist the sovereignty of the reasonable allowances that must be made. 
ed. The matter is critical, How has the conduct of German submarines 
fh acts will, when they affect in the last two months demonstrated that 
e regarded as deliberately Ships can be searched, and only seized and 
e reiterates that America destroyed, after search has proved the pre- 
these principles, and from sence of contraband? And, if destroyed, how has | 
may be violated, willmain- this been effected without jeopardy to non-com- 
promise and at any cost. batant lives? In these two months 118 ships and. 
affectionate—phraseology nearly half as many trawlers have been attacked 
der will not fail to have by submarines, and a very large number have been 
n of principles is rigid, the sunk onsight. A heavy and murderous toll'has been 
«ing of life is scathing, and taken of non-combatant passengers, belligerent 
rica's attitude towards any and neutral, of crews, and of fishing folk. Clearly 
re unmistakably a menace. the President does not mean that the general 
th some sadness that the course which the submarine war has taken has 
amazing Mr. Bryan is con- lifted it above criticism. 116 must mean that 
amongst these attacks there are certain ‘cases 
which demonstrate the possibility of using the 
iELANAW." submarine in a civilised manner. If we accept 
the law, as it stood before war began, there are, 
that at the first violation so far as our information goes, only two that can 
\mbassadors will be with- be brought into this category. On June 21 the 
will be declared? The Norwegian ship Venus was met 120 miles east of 
arently expect this as in- Aberdeen by a German submarine. She was 
have been quoted in the Stopped and her papers examined, when she-was 
ce with unmistakable found to be carrying a cargo of Finnish butter 
zation of submarine war- and frozen salmon. The skipper was given the 
y, and most continue un- choice of throwing the cargo overboard or having 
ue struck by America's the Ship sunk, and he naturally sacrificed the 
ermany's point of view. cargo. The Venus was thereu 20n allowed to pro- 
y, in his repudiation of ceed to Newcastle in safety. ‘On uly 15 a second 
by the right of retalia- Norwegian steamer—the y ega—had a similar ex- = | 
And, as if to test either perience and also in the North Sea. She, too, — | 
f America, the steamer was found to be laden with cases of frozen 
sunk at a point north of salmon, 800 casks of butter, and 4,000 cases of 
st of the southernmost sardines. Here, again, the cargo was jettisoned 
nds. If the President and the ship allowed to proceed. In both: in- 
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say, this act is to be stances, as in the case of the prizes taken bythe 77 | 
and only perhaps not Karlsruhe and the Emden, the destruction was 1 
ecause it follows too effected without capture or trial.. It is hardly in 1 


> room for deliberation. “substantial accord " with accepted principles 

^n announcement of of regulated warfare that capture and trial 
Britain, it wil be should be waived. .But in these two instances it 

t NVilson coupled the can plausibly be argued that, according to Ger-. — 

ship with the destruc- man law, all traffic was running blockade, that a 

acts which America German Court would have condemned the cargo 

h she would hold the and ship as well, and hence:that the neutral 

Whether or not gained, and did not lose, by the waiving of 


nt. 5 8 
2 is a case in point Capture, detention, and trial. ے‎ 

ely on what is meant Is it to be believed that it is to these two 
6 events that the President alludes, when he says 


rhile making allow- that the whole world has looked “ with interest 
ns of modern war, and increasing satisfaction” at “the German 
that account, abate ی ی‎ 0 ۶227: be used in 
rican oitizens. His their attacks on trade in accordance with the prin. ` 
a£ H schall, ament: cinlesof civilised varfare? Apa th T 








By. A. H. ۹۔ انا‎ 


AIG 
5 end 
which does not object to the Pratz 


e In accordance with the requirements of the Press Bureau, 


1 
responsibility for the correctness ol the statements. VW. 


govern the question ha 
stood by the few, and 1 
the many. "Before this N 

a strong case for the hat 
marine altogether. That 
misused against non-comba 
for its abolition by force: 
be an utterly inefficient en 
force unnecessary and per 
consent. Meantime, the m 
tion of its activities seems 

tance of achieving what all 
possible. Jt really-looks a 
compelled to fieht. - 1 


THE AMERIC 


The third Note which 
addressed to Germany 10 
&eems to be intended to be 
but it requires very careful 
is to. be understood. An 
reading, ‘there seemis-te-b 
almost defy interpretation 
deal with what is unmist 
` ^t is nothing less tha 
respects. The statement o 
"America iitends to insist 
be, and the warning that 
this doctrine will be. teza 
friendly goes to the تا‎ 
vocabulary. But when ۱ 
points to the admission t 
have produced conditions 
existing code and that > 
for them, the statement tl 
it has been shown that 
‘in manner substantially 
knowledged principles < 
the American advocacy 1 
of the freedom of the 4 
that this freedom shoul 
even between the comba 
readiness.of the Unite 
between in a bargain to: 
the region of plain sag 
which the Dresider m 
is difficult to grasp- 


AMERICAN 
^^^ SEA 
Mr. Lansing lay 
rinciples as those tha: 
of belligerents towards 
1. The high seas are f 
و‎ This freedom can i 
after the charact 
have been ascert 
3.. The lives of nope 


“HE Austrians have apparently resumed 

their destroyer expeditions against the 
Traian coast. It is a tempting form of 
ST enterprise, because the railway south- 
wards from Ravenna all tbe way to the River 
Fortorie, and from Trinitapoli all the way to Brin- 
19 It is not sur- 

rising to hear that. the Italians have seized the 
Island of Pelagosa, a half-way house, and useful 
to raiders for keeping in touch with home. Pela- 
gosa is about five-and-thirty miles north of the 
Gargano Promontory and about forty-five miles 
south of the Island of Lissa. We. shall prob- 
ably later hear of other islands having been 
seized in the Dalmatian Archipelago. For 
the Italians are not likely to limit themselves to 
the destruction of , lighthouses and telegraph 
stations. If the eross-ravaging of the Austrians 
is to be stopped, advanced bases on islands that 
give better anchorage than Pelagosa -will be 





highly desirable... . 


. Telegrams from. Athens and Mitylene, and 
from the Black Sea show tbat the war on Turkish 
communications, both by British submarines and 
by the Russian Fleet, continues-with unabated 
activity. It is stated that these are having a de- 
It is certainly 
startling to hear of submarines bombarding rail- , 
way depots. هت‎ aS 
. ` A correspondent writes to ask why the 
Turkish positions in Achi Baba cannot be taken 
in reverse by high explosive shell attacks from 
battleships inthe Gulf of Xeros. . It is to be re- 
membered that such bombardments were کہ‎ 
tensively used in the first weeks after the lend- 
ing of the British forces, but they do not appear 
to have proved very effective. The explanation 
probably is that all the points that can be reached 


` by ships guns have peen carefully avoided by the 


Turks, and that the batteries are concealed in the 
innumerable folds of those, tangled hills. He asks 
me if submarines prevent such an employment of 
battleships, but I am unable to answer his question. 
We have had no news any German submarine acti- 
vities either in the Dardanelles or in the JEgeàn for 
some time, and it is extremely probable Mat, by 
now means have been found to defend such ships 


às can usefully be employed 


it i That gene ally assumed 

I find that it is somew hat generally ۵ 
that battleships and merchantmen are Sach 
and all defenceless against ths meet md 

‘ces from the fact that in time € 
bdo much more time ٥ developing = 
marines than tq fipdin means to counteract ٩ eir 
pestilent capacity. ash Bebe efus دد وس‎ 


re 4 ating. talk: their, limita: 
pesti هنک‎ much exciting WT ا‎ ignorant 


. disi, can be brought under fire. 


— pressing effect upon the Turks. 





1nvested, to conrpei tne-enemy to 11110110011156 1000 
forces. This is a very important point, and 1s 
perhaps the weakest side of the theory as applied 
to this great war. ` SE 

- « For the.field armies in this war are so enor- 
mous that the amount of men. detached for the 
garrison of any one of these fortresses may be 
quite incapable of acting éffectively against even 
the flanks of such -losts. Metz, in 1870, held up 
a very great proportion of the whole German 
army. ` Przemysl did not hold up a fifth of the 
Russian armies in Gali¢ia alone. It did not hold’ 
up a tenth of the Russian armies south of War- 
saw, nor a Z&wenticth of the total Russian armies 
in the field. - io. EÊ - 
. - 1t is, indeed, upon this last point that the 


N 5 á AS SEN 1 
E , Must “he capable of pro- 
‘stvany siege :train the 


whole thing will probably-turn.. If Ivangorod, 

Neo Georgievsk, and Brest; or any one of them, 

can exhoust a sufficient proportion غه‎ the enemy's 

- ‘already. heavily-tried energy, the theory. vill work 
aud the Vistula line will be saved. But if thore is 
a miscalculation here the Polish-triangle will not 
hold out. The enemy’s invasion cf the area 
between the three-strongholds will not, canse- 
quently, prevent him from attaining his object 
upon the Vistula. The tliree fortresses wil] not, 
in that cese, effect’ the purpose for which they 
were designed and to which, perhaps, Russian 
Strategy now has determined to use’them. 

"H BELLOC. 


resupposes ample munition- 


7 E ge hed + )0111)1 ۵ 






18 against its 

wnt is concerned we now know 
6 Of the war that permanent 
ricted area. whose position is 
once before the modern siege 
6 know that temporary and. 
| concealed exterior to the old 
definitely. Witness Osowiecs 
r as this point is concerned, 
ng depends. upon . how 
sians- have transformed the 
n of their triangle into the 
m: 
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resses defining the-triangle. 
11167010517 lacking our Ally 
nent for heavy guns with his 
be that he has deliberately 
great accumulations within 
6 resistance of which he had 
© depend. But it is obvious 
these three points—Brest, 
Georgievsk—will largely 
tionment they command. 
supposes that the garrisons 
reas are large enough to 
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country of a Reciprocity Agreement with the United 
States, which particularly commended itself to farmers 
in the Wesiern States. 6 idea ‘that. the Dominion 
Should countenance any’ international undertaking that 
might tend’ to weaken the bond between Canada and 


England so fired the Loyalist blood in his veins that Mr," 


Borden addressed the country from the Atlantic to the 
Pacific, speaking in almost every city and town.. An 
incident occurred during this Loyal Progress which is 
more eloquent than any words of the man's character. 
ھ٤٤٢‎ a meeting in Manitoba, where the audience. was 


strongly in favour of reciprocity, a burly farmer 1277 


upon the platform and, holding out his hand to‘ Mr. 
Borden, said, with an oath: “TI disagree with every 
word that you say, but, my ‘God, Sir, ‘you are the 
straightest man that ever spoke upon a.platform.'^ 
~'Fortunate, indeed, is Sir Robert Borden 20 have 
seen-the fulfilment not only of his own faith but of the 
faith of his fathers. ‘Nowadays; as he himself Says, 
there is not in Canada any Party, or, indeed, any group 
that-has aspirations. outside the Empire.. Of the work 
which-Canadians-have done in France and Flanders he 
cannot speak too highly. You can see it has moved him 


to the depths. “ Magnificent ! Magnificent!” is the 
only word he can apply to it. Yet one cannot Torget 
that it is to statesmen of the Borden type that the British 


Empire owes its solidarity to-day, men who have: de- 


clined to accept“ that any consideration, ` personal. or: 


immediate, can outweigh the ultimate good that loyalty 


OBERT. BORDEN, P.C, KOC M:G. 


YOURABLE SIR ROBERT 
EN, P.C., K.C.M.G:, Prime 
Dominion of Canada, whose 
ur frontispiece this. week, is 
-second year of his age, but 
The impression be leaves on 
rugged strength. He talks 
in his voice; the smile that 
ures is like a gleam of sun- 


ight, he has broad shoulders . 


the thought will occur how 
‘Prime Minister would look 


: Province famous for its 

people were actually there 
n who:at the Declaration of 
ie xo the -mother-country, 
'ed their. loyalty by deeds. 
' northward ''along the 
isty Atlantic," and settled 
Scotia, which is Acady. 
ome of Evangeline, was 
er born’ and brought up, 
eration and with only the 
ds adapt to this-son of 
jlitical life has been con-. 
ipplied by Longfellow to. 
he forest primeval : 


devotion to others— : gel 0 رلك هعتمو طعي امع تاد عطفع ع حتفف ه‎ beingtriwith them; Sir 
| struggle had taught him. Robert has. planted" seeds of the maple on the graves of 
; 5 سب‎ arte لس‎ "hen 4 ec aai: fy th 
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dicated on Sketch V. by 
opposite the invaders' white 
sons from 0 and A would 4 
arrows and threaten both flank 
cations of the White, or invadi 
therefore, lay siege to and re 
least * mask," that is, cut off 
either fortress A or fortress C 
But whenever he sits dow 
to mask a fortress, he detach, 
very large numbers of men, a 
in the field attacks him in 
posture, aided by the garriso 
fortresses, which thus suppol 
colleague. 
Supposing, for instance, 
the White invading army pro 
capture it, so that an advance 
on.D by such a line as (1) (1 
this invading White Army ۳ 





its force occupied in trying t 
the other half left to deal v 
enemy's field army, represe 


oblongs in Sketch VIL, whi 
would come up in flank alor 
the garrison of B would cc 
defending shaded army al 
weakness of the. White in 
being due to the fact that ye 


than you do to defend if 
So whichever wana at 


115 11 
triangle. 


in between A and v, 
without having the ga* 
striking him at his weak 
flanks (at }, and y) while 
army of his enemy, which’ 


the circle marked A stands 


The 16 
marked B stands for similar ranges surrounding 
ked-C stands for similar. 
urrounding Brest. The point which it is 
t to prevent the enemy from permanently 
at D. From the rim of B 
much the same 
A and B, while 


like this 


ent the enemy tries to get at D (or 


t within the sacred boundaries), 
e 


des, Më یم یں‎ mber of men to take;-o» 


N+ rho line TOIDIBE oe 


الو رھ py‏ 


vilcU UUU ANGI v‏ لقن تفا د 
and that the railway behind it is at the mercy of‏ 
the German advance, there still remains that other‏ 
thesis of which I spoke, the thesis which main-‏ 
tains that a fortifed area of such a sort as the‏ 
Polish triangle is impregnable. ۱‏ 

In that case the inere existence of Brest, Neo 
Georgiev and Ivangorod would prevent an 
aar s BE the bridges of Warsaw and the 

Let us examine the validity له‎ i esi 

under modern conditions, and ? "a ہکےہ‎ 
chance of the Russians maintaining their hold 
upon the Vistula line in spite of the loss of the 
Narew. The theory of the triangle of fortresses 
can, perhaps, be grasped by consulting the follow- 
ing Sketch V., which is at once a simple example 
of the theory, and drawn upon the same scale as 
the actual three fortresses of Poland. 





— [n this sketch 
for the range.of the batteries round the depóts 


and barracks of Neo Georgievsk. 
Tvangorod. That mar 
ranges S 
importan 
occupying is Warsaw, 
to the rim. of C is about 65 miles, 
distance separates the- rims of 1 
from A to C is more like a hundred miles. 
The idea of a triangle of fortresses 

is that the mom 
any other 8 
whichever side bg; attacks from, 


attacks from all sides, ` 
acainst the following difficulty 


or even if 


the momen 
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day night, which is the end of our news-— 
in this country upon the Tuesday evening, 
when these lines are written, and it may 

be summed. up by saying that the Germans 
are across the Narew, just as they were in 
February across the Niemen; that it is-no good 
getting across unless the crossing is on a sufficient 
breadth; that the Russians do not yet regard it 

(at the moment of writing) as being a. crossing 
sufficiently menacing to warrant their retirement | 
above and below the points the Germans hold on | 
the south bank; but that these local German suc- | 
cesses, two in number, have taken place under con. 
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of the Niemen last February, for there is now | 
a much heavier disproportion between the 
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with swampy- banks and in 5 hordered by 
broad and impassable marshes—some of the worst 
of which lie between Rozhan and Pultusk. But 
there are many parts where for miles one op 
other of the two banks is of firm, high ground, 
and not a few points"where both banks are of this 
character. x 
Tt is obvious that the forcing of a defensive 
line of this sort is only of value to the attacking 
army if the breach so made be sufficiently wide. 
If the hole you tear through a defensive line 1s too 


narrow, you cannot pour a sufficient number of 


troops through quickly enough. You will get 


tangled up if you try to do so, and the undefeated 
enemy on both sides will pinch your forces before 
they have managed to separate thoroughly the 
opposing armies ingo two distinct groups. 
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1. When on Februar ay 
entered on a policy of piracy its blackest form, 


1 Ord 
ively mild, were instituted under the Order 
1 which place 


d such articles as 
in Council of March I1, : : 
و‎ wool, machine tools, and men making 
munitions of war, together with ue i 0 nf 
large-scale maps, on the list of contraband. Ei d 
these articles was nearly so important as cotton, 
; A i i 1 used as clothing for the 
inconsistency of including woo : ludin 
soldier and machines for making arms, while exc 7 H - 
the means of making the propellants, without which 
guns, rifles, and shells are useless, is painfully obvious. 
Toluol, on the other hand, being a product of coal tar, 
was not likely to bafile the German chemist. 
Under the arrangements of March 11, large quanti- 
ties of cotton and cotton waste continued to reach 
Germany through neutral countries; but Jatterly the 
general terms of the Order in Council seem ما‎ 
have been more strictly applied, and Lord Emmott 
stated on July 15 that “supplies going to Ger- 
many in the last month or two months " have been 
“ curtailed.” Curtailment is a relative term, and we 
may earnestly hope that, in this case, it implies reduc- 
tion sufficiently great to count for the purposes of war; 
but even curtailment appears to have been secured only 
after ten or eleven months. Meanwhile there are welcome 
signs that further action may be taken. On July 20 the 
Prime Minister significantly stated : “ I am not-myself 
satisfied with the existing state of affairs. I believe that 
a great deal of this material, which is a necessary ingre- 
dient in the manufacture of some kinds of ammunition 
[all kinds used in guns and rifles], reaches the enemy 
which ought not.to reach the enemy.” A correspon- 
dent of the Times, writing from the American point of 
view, pleads strongly for an arrangement with the 
Southern cotion-growers, which seems eminently practic- 
able. The essence of his proposals is to ** combine the 
declaration of cotton as contraband with a clear and 
generous scheme of compensation." A Shortage of 
enemy cotton would at any time have Stopped the war, 
and with an expenditure approaching four millions a day 
for. this country and nearly twelve millions for the 
Alliance, Such compensation is surely possible. We 
desire, above all, ٥١ preserve the most friendly . re- 
lations with the great kindred. people with whom we 
have been at peace for a hundred years; but they must 
realise perfectly that we and our gallant Allies are fight- 
ing for our lives, and they will not forget that, in their 
Supreme crisis, we placed no difficulties in their path, 
and that the men and women of Lancashire nobly 
endured privation in order that the Union should be 
maintained. 
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We cannot, of course, now know 
reserves of the enemy stand. There are Some signs of 
coming shortage, which may, however, be only indica. 
tions of the early prevision in which Germany never 
fails. In June the price of cotton in Bremen was 1,29 
marks per pound, and has since risen. An embargo is 
been placed on Tags and cotton waste, while وہ‎ 01 
manufactures have been prohibited. The Shorta 1 Se 
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Expeditionary Forco : 
failure of the attack © 
time being, of the o 
fresh plans, while his 
enemy to fresh efforts am 

of a long and arduous reste 

The force which has be 
from India consists, mainly, © d 
are commanded by native officers, w 
Officer to each regiment. Added t 
units from the Regular Indian, / 
and Gurkhas. The European seci 
posed of Loyal North Lancashires 
Bombay and Calcutta. 

After re-embarking at Tanga, 4 
at Mombasa. Major-General Wapshi | 
G.O.C., established his headquarter 
positions of troops took place in th 
have already been specified, of the 
lying between the Uganda Railway 4 
But, although a comparatively large) 
thus disposed, the natural advantag? 
mained with the enemy, who was اه‎ 
tactics which, had we in turn adopt 
way have furthered our ends. The f 
naturally, was to safeguard the Ugandi 
to develop a definite and successful of) 
the enemy, on the other hand, was my 
us; his furthest aim, apparently, b^ 
some vital point on the Uganda Raj, 
ever opportunity offered to effect a qu 
retire, he was quick to seize it, and sj 
took place in consequence. Some.4 
occurred at Jasin, which is some fifty 
basa, and lies in the heart of a large 
man territory, and, therefore, was Lo 
than to us. Our object in occupyit د‎ 
protection to the natives inside the د‎ 
can be no doubt that to send our tj 
tactical error. This conclusion had 
by the 8.0.0. and the General Office, : 
position of the troops in this area, 4 ' 
to withdraw the post. Unfortunate! 
this -decision could be carried into 
remarkable gallantry displayed both 
troops, the position was surrounded 
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that “high explosives ١ and ' 
different purposes; that neither € 
the other; and that their behavi 
ployment are diverse, It so happe 
cotton was adopted in the early da 
which possibly contributed to the 
was used in submarine mines 
in shells, except shrapnel. 4 
picric acid, then came into 
nitro-toluol, known as 702 
were quick to utilise and we tà 
coming the principal high ‘explo 
two products contains cotton, anc 
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pics 9 وع ی‎ 8 glance at the map: its true nature 
211560 be ep who were enga in i 

is ged in its per- 

formance. For nearly four months these Tren fought on de 

adverse conditions, never recking the extra risks they rau 


from wild beasts, were they at ime t 
سه سک‎ ec رت‎ uo s 
only did they hold their own, bui they ware so Ee 
driving back, and inflicting considerable losses on, su e 
forces of the enemy, that the majority of the Germ Aes رت‎ 
ho had been forced i e APT PRA 
who h n forced into the ranks whether they would or no 
had little wish to continue the struggle. Indeed, there were 
cases in which individuals came some distance to surrender, 
سب‎ ged pe: p^ pies only require a little added 
the German e ee E el good xus, perot 
So wand Sor i ویب‎ M em to discuss terms. 
^ ie Volunteers, which must 
always occupy a prominent place in any review, however 
slight, of the operations in British East Africa, not only on 
account of its excellence, not only on account of the magni- 
ficent sacrifices it entailed, but because no other troops have 
ever proved able to accomplish the same work with such 
marked success. That work did not come to an end with the 
arrival of the Indian Expeditionary Force: it is still being 
carried on in the same spirit of determination, but the 
Volunteers to-day form only a small section of the forces 
engaged in the subjection of German East Africa, and it is to 
these other forces and the part they have played in the cam- 
paign that we must turn our attention. 
The first Indian troops to arrive in the Protectorate were 
a comparatively small body under Brigadier-General J. M. 
Stewart, C.B., A.D.C., who was in command of the recent 
successful expedition against Bukoba, when a strong enemy 
base on Lake Victoria was captured. These troops were 
stationed at various points along the line between Mombasa 
and Nairobi, where General Stewart established his head- 
quarters, and activity in the country for some time after their 
arrival was directed more to the organising of ordnance and 
supplies than distinctly against the enemy. The main Indian 
Expeditionary Force, that is “ B ’ Force, which left Bombay 
at the same time as “A” Force left for Europe, sailed 
straight for the coast of German East Africa and attempted 
to effect a landing at Tanga and capture the railhead there. 
The failure of this attempt has formed the subject of a short 
official announcement: no really detailed account of the 
action has ever been published, and I do not propose to give 
such an account here nor to discuss the question of why the 
attack was unsuccessful. The point I wish to make clear here 
en Lë - 


60 


/ ۸ 5 » 
Ki 


By Lord 


HE handling of the question of cotton since the 

` ourtbreak-of war might fitly be described as a 

comedy of errors if the results had not been 

deeply tragic. From the first, misconceptions, 

which have needed nearly a year to dispel, 
prevailed in the counsels of Government, and the Press 
generally has been slow in grasping the simple facts. 
When this vital question was first raised, the Government 


was advised that discarded cotton garments would pro- 


vide a large supply of this indispensable commodity, 


and that, failing them, the expert German chemists were 
well able to turn to account valid substituies. 1 he latter 
opinion was. endorsed by the Marquis of Crewe in the 
House of Lords on July 15 in these words: “ Knowing 


what we do of the extraordinary skill and pertinacity of 
think, be a bold thing EN : 
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appeal constitutes one of 
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country, and the response to that eg E i 
the finest episodes in the history of British East Africa, anc 


should earn for the settlers Eos Es ego 3 tes E 
all time. From every part of the Protec 
in to aid in the defence of the land they had made their 


i 1 itation, men who had put all 
home. Without a moment’s hesitati Hin Peake 


they possessed into their farms and dep 1 

yield of the ground for their living left their homer 
and carefully-tended acres, left even their wives eos the 
protection of their presence, to come into Nairobi and sign 


on. I know of instances where men, as far away as the Uasin 
Gishu plateau, were on the road some miles away from their 
farms, when a messenger—a native runner—bearing the 
proclamation, reached them. Instantly, they turned their 
mounts towards Eldoret, the nearest township, and thence 
journeyed, as fast as mule and train could carry them, straight 
into Nairobi, leaving all behind them, literally, at a moment's 
notice, laying down the work of years in order to ‘‘ do their 
bit "' for their country. $ 

Nairobi was soon crowded with these men, among whom 
was a large contingent of Dutchmen, the whole town aglow 
with optimism, the world made rosy by the prospect of a 
"scrap." Picture to yourself an indescribably unkempt town 
of gawky tin buildings, giving way, here and there, to almost ` 
imposing stone edifices. The largest of these, Nairobi House, 
the only building which boasts a lift, became the Volunteer 
Headquarters. Large placards were posted up across the 
windows inviting all able-bodied men to enlist, either in tho 
East African Mounted Rifles, the East Africa Regiment, or. 
Bowker's Horse, a force which later became a unit of tho 
E.A.M.R. All day long men went in and out through th» 
doors, passing in civilians and coming out soldiers, while ' 
crowds of natives assembled in the street outside the entrance, 
and watched the proceedings with consuming interest. Tall, 
thin-legged Somalis, clad in long, loose gerbas, and wearing ` 
brilliantly-coloured cloths round their heads, stood in 
negligent, graceful attitudes, in groups of twos and threes, 
watching the scene with an air of amused condescension, and 
exchanging guttural epigrams on the ways of the white man 
in the intervals of chewing a tooth-stick. Indians, in loose 
loin-cloths and white puggarees, formed little clusters, and 

oquently embroidered the latest bazaar rumours of the war 

while Kikuyu natives—relying for covering on a goodly coat- 
ing of red earth as muc. l'as upon a rather threadbare blanket 
—trudged along stolidly in single file, occasionally emitting 


uncomfortable ejaculations. 


` KHAKI-CLAD CHAOS. 


In a few days the khaki-clad chaos pro influx ` 
of the Volunteers was reduced Ger ree ee 
on the racecourse, squadrons came into existence and troops 
fell in in a line of which the straightness depended more upon 
the temperaments of the mules than the desires of the riders 

Men who had been captains in the South African War and 
gained the D.S.O., men who had travelled the world over and 
become famous as hunters, men who had spent years in the 
Regular Army willingly fell in side by side with office-workers 
whose shooting expeditions were confined to occasional Satut- 
day afternoons and Sundays, and laughingly submitted to the 
training of raw recruits. But with such material trainiüe 
was naturally short, and, before many weeks had passed, E sb 
Africa’s Volunteers were out in the border count 2 

ihe enemy had already made his presence felt by ساس‎ Cap 
British territory, burning Masai villages, and driving Poem 
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tet "place Sen a smaller‏ و چ مہ 
ill but. effcien‏ ; 

as aho the i ی‎ Volunteer 






scale in 
corps was 
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en already, and to these the reader . 


islence was & company-.of 00۵ 


Mombasa, - 
7 forme d. : 


gj C. Creighton Mandell. 


di Africa t How far 
ased, and have we or 
fe better, so far, of tho 

ge war in that quarter of 
و‎ brought to a conclusion soon, 
"German territory, or merely 
ssions? Of what importance 












-amples of the many questions I am 
١ attempting to answer them, I am 
iby the very general ignorance in 
sources, climate and geography of 
Africa, while the conditions govern- 
t most interesting corner of our 
the majority, entirely unknown. 

` these factors, some knowledge of 
ng degree to a just appreciation of 
ire volumes. Indeed, a sufficient 
5 on the diverse aspects of British 





















are indispensable to this short‏ و 
imply when their introduction, to‏ 
the operations, is inevitable.‏ 


THE COUNTRY, 


should be remembered that the key 
sive character conducted in British 
xe time, the object of all. German 
e Uganda Railway, running from 
‘inland to Nairobi, the capital and 
id thence to Kioumn, the railhead 
South of, and roughly parallel to, 
- from fifty to one hundred miles, 
here is thus formed a fairly narrow 
n hundred miles in length, of-con- 
a military standpoint, on the one 
border, the British objective, and; 
a Railway, the German objective, 
onséquently, a large amount of very 
lt patrol-work has been in progress 
the war, the difficulty of the work 
قطن كلا‎ nature of the country, which 
hto four areas: (a) the tropical coast. 


d land consists mainly-of sisal, 


tations, and the uncultivated of 
etrable jungle—this extends from 
vån important military centre and 
jf strategic value, which is gradually 
the waterless waste between that 


German border; (b) the sub-tropical ` 


to Nairobi, and embracing the great 
Jine running out to it from Magadi 
hich the difficulties encountered by 
nd thick patches of thorn-bush, the 
h-hook ". variety, tearing through 
lig abrasions which in that climate 
able-*'veld-sores ’’; (c) the high- 
rds; and (d) ihe area, again sub- 
And Uganda. 


HE VOLUNTEERS. 

matey over any part of which, after 
% an enemy raid, aimed at the 
‘ailway, was momentarily to be 
enroblem of defence arose, and it. 
سيتا‎ any idea له‎ initiating au 
۱ ER East Africa werê 
“ge of the country. ` The only 






Were immediately sent out 
mn aps bridges. 























By Desmond MacCarthy. 


EOPLE: sometimes ask each other, for the sake of. | The French, she ۰ 

. starting talk, who among illustrious dead authors ‘‘en masse; their me 

they would like most to have met. These conver- assumption that received 0 

sational openings are all inept, but, as they go, this ` sciousness is too strong (o perma ^ 2 

is not such a bad one. It is a corridor question, on ` too drilled. While in Germany Empey‏ ہی 

to which many doors open. Until lately had I been asked who ` exists, and the fear of ridicule, wha, ۱ 
among them I was glad to have escaped meeting, the name all. She attributes this independen 

of Madame de Stüel would sooner or later have occurred to of centralisation, social and politic: 

me, not because I had read and disliked her works, for her  solitaries, devoted to philosophic spe 

books I had- always considered ''excused," but because the to sentiment. In France the publi 

idea of being taken up to that celebrated lady and presented wrote; the French writer is always’ 

by one's hostess in a few kind words, and then left, must ^ and wishes to please them rather 1 

strike terror into. anyone who knows he can only show off - Germany she found an art and a m 

when there is not the slightest occasion for doing so. delighted her because it was ro 

‘ I picture her seated on an ottoman in a turban, dressed independent. The Germany she saw 

in the detestable fashion of the Empire which made women loyal, and sincere, a population of ع‎ 


tudes. I imagine her rather over-featured, and in spite of their type in the minds of foreigners 4 
fiue, vivacious eyes of an almost formidable plainness. But caricature always lags years and yeay! 
that is a trifle; she is an epicure in conversation and a fact, and one can still see traces of Mil 
iremendous converser herself. e German.in comie pictures—a mild, v 
: ۳ long pipe and a pot of beer, his > 
MADAME DE STÁEL'S SALON. Mille Canine themedivet ار‎ 
When the Revolution subsided, little islands of the old دن ھا ا‎ me gré. لات‎ 
régime began to emerge again. People not only began going ل‎ i the earth, but tlre Gerr 1 
back to the churches, but starting salons again. Madame de ma clouds." And when our father} 
Stiel’s salon was the most brilliant and influential. Indeed, KR x old, naif, unpractical Germany t} 
it was so influential that Napoleon thought it worth while to E quami فا‎ cago ramshack : 
send her packing out of the country.. So here she is on her Pet Weg اسان مسا‎ n ü 
travels; as fastidious in expression as an eighteenth-century Lowe ون‎ cie ای يه‎ Í 
lady, yet most impatient of common sense and moderate Finch 7 y S 1 3 lola d 
feeling; with an eighteenth-century standard of manners, مسبت‎ Ere 1 Eis S : ape Se 
yet with a contempt for every sentiment. which is not inti- Menor ES "sw m ova ^ 
mately natural; with ã passion for ideas, and yet convinced وم‎ masters S tlie mr mg T E 
that it is only “ the heart’ which counts. She is very con- مور‎ of 3 E en د سلو‎ 
: CS ۲ ٤ a sand storm, terrible 
scious of her own celebrity, but she is nob happy in the in- desert?” 2x: 
tellectmallife. She is always saying things like: " La gloire 3 € y NR 
ellé-méme ne ‘saurait être pour une femme qu'un deuil  , MODERN GERMAN y 
éclatant du bonheur." She must have society (she confesses له‎ SE Mie 
that it is this which puts her at the mercy of life), and yet. -` Since the beginning of the war, | 
the only frame of mind which she admires is one which been quoted in our books and newspo 
is produced by solitude. Not at all an unamiable character, work have heen chosen with a view to 
you see, but still, a lady whom one might well approach with His voice is regarded as the very cri 
misgivings. Since reading her book about Germany, however, “He, too, has his word on modern Ge 
I would risk it. Indeed, I feel inclined to write a ‘sonnet to no friend of romantic idealistic Gerr 
her beginning . ES? e me “ When the Germans began: Le bert, 
. De Stáel, thou should'st be living at this hour.” nations of Europe" (Madame 
By temperament she was a romantic individualist, and, interest them than any other) “it 
thanks to Napoleon, she came to understand herself so well culture which they now no longer pes: 
that she became the first prophet of the romantic movement. have shaken off with passionate eager 
Through her detestation of him she discovered what she liked disease; and yet they have know: 
herself. One has only to treat a detested. enemy like a finger- exchange for it than political and nap 
post and then walk straight in the opposite direction to It was the dim lustre, the milky-way 
come into ong's-own country. He loathed and despised ideas; this culture which attracted. : Fore 
ideas were her chief interest. In his eyes men were. parts of themselves. us That 18 yery, very rem 
a great social machine. To her there was nothing so sacred hearing, understanding, enjoying, Br 
as the individual, and that country seemed to her the most loss there: still, it might be stars, 
civilised where he was most independent and least compelled Germans have quietly discovered Ap 
to pool his energies-and sentiments in the common stock. located themselves there? One mus 
nearer to the Germans Y? ant A 
3 SpMANY Germans; while a very little lber 
IN PRAISE OF. GERMANY. to be anxious to divest themselves 
Napoleon promptly suppressed the book, for it was all in they knew so well they had not*been 
praise of Germany, and behind if-was.a latent criticism ol land. C4 Waco 
France. It may seem odd that such a book should be gratify- Since the war breke out, some W 
ing reading at this moment; but it is, and for a simple reason. that nothing was more inevitable t) 
Her praise of Germany is bestowed on qualities which thab should proceed from the Germany 
country now conspicuously lacks, and this praise was enorm- deseribed ; that the stork should hai 
ously heightened by finding there none of the characteristics ` Daudet has pu blished a pamphlet v 
which have since madec@armaaninir ما مث وأ‎ Krupp. Je هذ‎ not a particular’ 


1 (0) ( کی وو‎ 1 E 3 ۱ 
thing she has to say about the nation as 7 with some suspicious a psychelog 


tress of, the pre 
jai Bde e 


























mat.‏ مو 


. look like milk-cans, and encouraged in them classical atti- patriotism or practicality, and her dj 


. are a loyal people, who “ ne n 
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densely ےہ‎ 


IU TO kd‏ ید له مخ 


vay کس‎ 1f the D M i numerica 
MT show its over 5. i 
continues to show ۹ a question of time 


e, then it is only iccuinu- 
for a sufficient mass of heavy 8 hell سس مد‎ 
lated for a further "2۶ تئ‎ d rther Russian 
bombardment, followed by à if the proximity 
retirement in this quarter. But 1 dr Ze roduc- - 
of the railway and the increasing "Zo 2 36 
tion and purchase of shell by our ANY d. and: 
Idee e the line will stand, & 
matters more even, then m aus 
the railway remain unsevered. We have n 5 
in this country of judging the chances 0 ۱ 
of these alternative issues. ۱ dea rA 
With regard to the northern line, however, 
the nature of the peril menacing 1t 1s much clearer.- 
Upon Friday last the enemy managed to force 
a: crossing of the Narew a few miles above. 
Pultusk; upon Saturday or Sunday he forced a. 
second crossing somewhere above Ostroleuka, and 
at the same time-a third just below Rozhan. 
It behoves-us, if we would understand what: 
will follow in this region, to go in some detail into: 
the strategics of the belt between the: fortified . 
Narew line and the main northern railway from. 
Warsaw to the capital. E Ge 
For the purpose of this description, I will. 
append, a sketch map, IV., with its scale (see 
page 8). - 
This sketch map (Sketch IV.) shows clearly. 
enough the error of two opinions rather generally ۰ 
spread in our own Press and that of the Continent. 
The first is the idea that the region between the 
Narew and the railway is a roadless waste; a tangle 
of marshes, without communications, and by its 
nature protective of the railway. The second. 
error is the conception that the Bug, a broader 
river than the Narew, covers the railway. It 
covers Warsaw, indeed, ànd forms part of that 
strategic conception of the Polish triangle of 
fortresses, with which I wil! deal in a moment— 
for the Bug runs from Neo Georgievsk to Brest. 
But the Bug will not save the railway; for the 
railway can be seized north-eastward of, and 
beyond its crossing of the river near Brok. Only 
7,7 forms a continuous screen. Not the 
ug. 1 
And that is why the 10357375 have fortified 
all the bridgeheads of the Narci, but have not 
done anything of the kind with the pip 
_ As to the belt between the railway and the 
Narew being one of peculiar difficulty for the 
enemy to traverse, that, also, is nonsense. There 
are, in a region not larger than a moderate-sized 
English county, four transverse lines of railway, 


۱ good roads, proper 


preponderane 


m 


and a whole system of fairly 
causeways traversing the occasional marshes 
which roads converge upon the important road 
centres of Wyszkow;"Ostrow, and Radzvmin- all 
: will be found marked upon 
Ek mir I lY. Institute. Digitzed by eGangotri 

It is true that the district is very 
Las Sketch IV. also shi 








mows. hnt thara :. s 


jans at Neo Georgievsk, Ivan-. 


e held by an enemy until he 


three of whieh 
è now fully acquáintedco 


00 
which a 
gd upon which 
4n strategy may 
fied " the triangle 










y be formulated as 
rea, bounded by 
standing at each 
raight lines, then that 
© occupation, nor any part 
e to the power garrisoning 
le or more of these fortresses 
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theory that many a famous 
history has been designed. 
at lay behind the conception 
amur, Antwerp. It was this 
1 its value to the famous 
he. Lombard plain in the 

nd it was this theory which 
ation of Poland in our own 


that the simplest and least 
contained by straight lines is 
Aons of whose boundaries are 


fortresses was therefore con- 


Varsaw, with its bridges, lies 
of this triangle, and if the 
De still sound the line of the 


nore of these three fortresses. 


B that the area shall not be so 
nany two adjoining fortresses 
mother or leave a gap between 
fortresses so wide as to 6 
Tence 311 enemy army trying 








n. 
Pie whole thing in a nutshell 
$-tbesis of the “ triangle of 
piivalent to maintaining that 
ny hundred square miles could 
"great fortress by using indi- 
£ its. boundaries in the same 
d forts and batteries are used 
a-stronghold. 
۲۵: these two theses upon which 
judgment in their order, and 
at with which my readers are 
liar, the defence of the rail- 
‘the Narew fortified line. 





OF THE NAREW. 


١ affairs south of Warsaw 
ugh Cholm, Lublin, and 
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SE, لہ په‎ 
between the Adriatic an 7 
eighth of a millieg; or 125,00... 
that at the present mondt: It 
front have passed, s äer 
number, and are reaching : 
How many more men the en; 
concentrate here we cannot ۲ 
how it can have been less ۱ء‎ 
the known weight and numer! ii 
growing Italian offensive. 67 
Now these 6026007 77 
matter of sheer necessity, inci 
Not only must men con 
wastage—which has certainl4$" 
heavy fighting for the hill 
and in the big struggle for tho, 
now that it is apparent that thy 
are insufficient to prevent the si) 
from proceeding, those numbers 
If we will keep steadily 1 
numbers on the Italian front, ۲ 
patient and less liable to 1 
estimating the effects of the ne% 
tions in the South. 

















THE SITUATION Të 
2 
In order to understand bo: * 
chances of the Russian force; 
front we must distinguish c; | 
strategic theses upon which ٢ 
depend. ‘The two theses in q4 
lap. They involve two distinct; ا‎ 
. . The first. of these theses +) 
readers of these pages are a; 
familiar : Warsaw being the d 
enemy (because its bridges are; 
railway communications, and. | 


of the. Vistula), Warsaw عي‎ 
off from supply and. is at too: 


of a great salient. if either: th 


southern of the three chief rait. 


ing upon it are seized and hela 


That is the thesis which, ha 
consistently in these pages for 
is, further, an obvious thes 
acquainted with the dependent 
upon railways and the condits 
front would at once act upon 
a fact that the enemy has acte 
beginning. He has tried (last F 
northern railway. . He has ti 
July) to cut the southern raih 
moment trying to cut both.th 
southern together. . 

We have further seen tha 
ing the por there eat an 8 
it everywhere wag the ۸ 
it everywhere vie 1 


پر واه 


Só far. as this 
SIR ehazices. 









ast interfering with his - 


(ce ev 16056د‎ twenty thousand men consist, let 


us say, in four units of five thousand each. He 
makes his plan for reinforcing his perpetual 
wastage among the one hundred thousand on his 
front, and says to himself, “ I will first draw from 
Block 1 of Iny reserve, then from Block 2, and so 
ہے سس ھت‎ distributes equipment and 
18 accordingly, and thus tually k 

his fighting front "i Fall dnd DAR و‎ xd 

_In the midst of such a campaign, in full 
action, there comes an attack in a totally difierent 


place from his old front, which he cannot meet 


with less than, let us say, o is r 7 
He sends off Block 4 ے‎ ne block of his reserve. 
original plan, but he cannot sa to himself, * Now 
I have sent Block 4 I have ve with the whole 
business." He may need, sooner than he expects 
to send off Block 3 to the reinforcement of Block 4- 
just as he is preparing to set his machinery in 
motion for reinforcing his old front from Block 2, 
he may get news from the new front that even 
more men than Blocks 3 and 4 will be required 
and he will have to draw upon Block 2. 
In other words, the introduction of the 
Italian front into the campaign has, by direct 
numerical effect, by confusion of plan, and by, 


possibly already, the starving of units upon the 


other fronts, begun to produce its effect. 

. But what we cannot do more than conjecture 
—and that only on very insecure elements of 
judgment—is tho actual rate of the drainage 
کے‎ by the Italian pressure upon the Austrian 

orces. 
. We must remember that this purely defensive 
attitude which the Austrians have adopted from 
the beginning (obviously under a joint plan with 


the Prussians) was based upon the extreme diffi. 


culty of all the country until one gets to the last 
few miles between Gorizia and the sea. Nomin- 


ally they had to defend 300 miles; in reality, they destruction of tl mild 62 
only had to defend about a dozen. points where — (e ctetur Ao دو‎ 


troops could cross in large numbers the barrier of 
the mountains. And all they had to do at these 
points was to prevent them crossing. -Their rôle. 
was purely passive, and depended very much 
more upon artillery than upon rifles. By من‎ 


It will perhaps be discovered, when the 


history of the. war is written in detail, that the 
enemy was not constrained to put upon the whole 
frontier between the Krn (or Montenero) and the 
Swiss boundary more, including local reserves, 
than fifty thousand men. 
But when we come to the more or less open 
country, south of Gorizia, where the main action 
is now developing, it is quite another matter. 


It is obvious that at first the Austrians. 


attempted to hold this front with too few troops. 
They allowed the Italians to get aerÓSs-the Isonzo 
and to get a footing upon the Carso plateau. In 
order to repair this error, afd to throw the 
Italians back across the Isonzo, they have massed, 


1 Narew 
especially in the last tW OF three Weeks, 4110110٠ S 
particularly in the gast ten days, زا3۳82‎ Ree 

















^agenmst the mountains and Supposing, for instance, the Italian pressure ` 
‘supply, save such (quite دص‎ began by accounting for no more than one hundred 


ach them by the mountain thousand men. and if this grew to be two hundred 
y : ۹ - ` thousand, and became a little later three hundred 


{position as a whole on this. thousand, the process is one of perpetual depletion 
ian front, we shall next term without any chance of recovery; and that for this 
{matter in connection With reason: that the enemy has decided (for .the - 
as, as 1 have said, not the present, at any rate) to treat the Italian front 
SL of the Italian line, but the purely defensively. He is, at any moment, putting 


> 






Bbtervention upon numbers. there the very least number of men and guns 
ilate these elements of the required to hold on. Therefore, every access of. 


Which render this point of reinforcements is something which.he sends as the 57 
em. . minimum and begrudged allowance for a theatre. 

icle, as lost such numbers of operations in which he is deliberately keeping. 

Jüan-power' inay probably be down his numbers. He only sends them there 

é than ene-tweltth now of his because he must, and because perpetual wastage 

Wer, or anything between a leads him, week after week, right close: up to the ~~» 








f his remaining man-power. ^ danger poit, and compels him to drain in. more 
this reserve of;man-power men. 





erations began. Ft was there, This e£ectof the Italian operations upon the 
antly the gaps formed by the | enemy د‎ feserve of man-power works more power- 
n the Eastern front, and fully than the mere numerical statement might | 
reinforcements to the West make it s work. Tt has, in other words, a e. 
1 10016 ۳۵۳6۳۵۱ ellëevhy far than a mere reduction ^ ~ 
عو‎ a portion of this in the enemy so CH 1 t 
Swing to the drawing- Thereisa treble action, ت ت‎ . 
Ried on the Italiane? اعجو 10اه‎ ge: 18 tHe direct reduction in 
ait its pai. numbers.) : d 
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By HILAIRE BELL 


—This article has been submitted to the Press Bureau, which does not object to the publi 
responsibility for tho correctness of the statements. . 


In accordance with the requirements of the Press Bureau, the positions of troops on Plans illustr 







NOTE. 


regarded as approximate, and no definite strength at any point is indicated.: 


THE ITALIAN FRONT. that the force at G و‎ ٦ 
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aleng.the gea- coast upon liic: 
‘The italian effort وی‎ far. 
the Isouzo (both. 
om Lag or three nies. 





be! 


How this operation stad 
: A : months.of war may perhaps; 
consideration upon that front. It is not the by a glance at Sketch If. ‘k! 
advance or the checking of the Ttalian forces that (the foothills of the Julia A 


sharply on to the plain, tbe ! 
ورا ې‎ : between the hill country ana t 
. effect of the Italian intervention upon the numbers مو‎ anything of the kind i 
Isonzo issues from a deep e, ` 
through the mountains ana“: 
. | plain at a point where the: 
amply achieved) of those northern roads coming between the mountains and tir 


v Eu 


Which; again, we find a 207 


1 very least cut off. That is wH 
HE mere movements upon the Italian front ture or mask Gorizia is fori 


—if so stationary a condition can be said 
to produce “ movements ”—can easily be 
told, and is not the chief point for our 


Italian operation. 


_ is of chief importance to the Allies in this field. 
"What counts for the Alliance as a whole is the 


of the enemy ; with that I will deal in a moment. 
As to the movements, then, they are no more 
than, first, the securing (which is now apparently 


down from the Alps which threatened an enemy ward into a sort of pocket. 


interference with the flank of the Italian advance built the town of Coerz. or G 
upon Istria; and, secondly, the prosecution of that the projecting spur of high ۰ 
۱ 1 1 hà spur of Pode, 

It is the latter point, of. course, which has the high road and the railwa? 

, th 1 1 „The. level plain. stretche 
ه.‎ The position which the Austrians have chosen  Gorizia, ttaversed-hy He Ja" 
to fortify and make a centre of is the town"of. “about four miles, beyond whic 


advance itself. the west is t 


~*~ been, so far, the chief business of the campaign. 


Gorizia, or Goerz, which lies a little removed from. x platéau ‘called. the Car 
the left bank of the Isonzo at the foot of the moun ich; again, we find a 
tain country through which the river has éonie-by ` 
à deep gorge. Until Gorizia is taken the’ Italians” 
cannot advance upon Trieste, as will bé #ppatent - holding all th 
from Sketch I., Trieste being, in this.sketGli at ` from t 























T, and the line I—I representing the Isonzo ند‎ ۳ youth. andthe, Italians hayi 
It is clear that a large body of men and guns anit. selves. Bech? uppn the tip of. 
munitions in existence within the-citcle of dots at ; 


at. Théit dine funs as.does ته‎ 
a keteh 11-006 foMówiüg par 
Tee tte Position“in-this line; 


: er offensi 
“sobject 15 the: retention of the 
: Whteh protects the عون‎ bo 
تاه‎ attack from (utile 
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